
1662. Returning to England the following year, he worked in Cheshire, using 
the aliases Scarisbrick and William Pleasington. In 1670, Father John became 
the tutor of the children of a Mr. Massey at Puddington Hall near Chester. 
He was arrested and charged with participating in the “Popish Plot” to mur-
der King Charles II, a fabrication of Titus Oates. Despite the evidence that 
Oates perjured himself during the trial, Father John was found guilty and 
hanged at Boughton near Chester on July 19, 1679            - Bernard Kellett 

Entrance Antiphon: Be my protector, O God, a mighty 
stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! Lead 
me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 
First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8 
 
Responsorial Psalm:1: R/ Happy the man who has placed his 
trust in the Lord. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 12,16-20 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing the mysteries of the 
kingdom to mere children.   Alleluia!  
Gospel:  Luke  6: 17, 20-26 
 
Memorial Acclamation: When we eat this Bread and drink this 
Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 
Communion Antiphon: God so loved the world that he gave his 
Oly Begotten Son, so that all who believe in him may not perish, 
but may have eternal life.  

 
“If we want life, let us give life. If we want opportunities, let us provide 

opportunities.” Pope Francis.  

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, Cycle C, 2025 Weekly 

Reflection:Cheshire/Lancashire 

Martyrs (4) Edmund Arrowsmith, 

priest   1585–1628  The son of Robert 

Arrowsmith, a farmer, he was born at 

Haydock in 1585 and was baptised 

Brian, but always used his Confirmation name of Edmund. The family was 

constantly harassed for its adherence to Catholicism, and in 1605 Edmund 

left England and went to Douai to study for the priesthood. He was ordained 

in 1611 and sent on the English mission the following year. He ministered to 

the Catholics of Lancashire without incident until about 1622, when he was 

arrested and questioned by the Protestant bishop of Chester. Edmund was 

released when King James I ordered all arrested priests be freed, joined the 

Jesuits in 1624 and in 1628 was arrested when betrayed by a young man, the 

son of the landlord of the Blue Anchor Inn in south Lancashire, whom he had 

censured for an incestuous marriage. He was convicted of being a Catholic 

priest, sentenced to death, and hanged, drawn and quartered at Lancaster 

on August 28th, 1628. 

John Southworth 1592-1654 John Southworth studied at the English College 
in Douai, northern France, and was ordained priest before he returned to 
England. Imprisoned and sentenced to death for professing the Catholic 
faith, he was later deported to France. Once more he returned to England 
and lived in Clerkenwell, London, during a plague epidemic. He assisted and 
converted the sick in Westminster and was arrested again. Finally arrested 
and brought to the Old Bailey, he was condemned for exercising the priest-
hood and executed at Tyburn Gallows (hanged, drawn and quartered). His 
remains are now kept at Westminster Cathedral in London. 

John Plesington   d. 1679: Born at Dimples Hall near Garstang, Lancashire, 
the son of a Royalist Catholic, John was educated at Saint Omer’s in France 
and the English college at Valladolid, Spain. He was ordained in Segovia in  
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