on 28t December 1065, a week before his death and there he was buried.
The Bayeux Tapestry depicts the burial procession from Westminster Hall to
the Abbey. Edward was canonised as Saint and Confessor by Pope Alexander
lll'in 1161. The title of confessor denotes a person not martyred but distin-
guished by heroic virtue. Henry Il demolished most of the Abbey and re-
placed it with the present-day version. Henry was a great admirer of Edward
and built a magnificent new shrine to him. The cult of Edward was such that
he was considered by many to be England’s patron saint before Edward IlI’s
adoption of St George in 1350. During Henry VIII's dissolution of the monas-
teries Edward’s shrine was desecrated but restored by Queen Mary |, and
houses his remains to the present day as the centrepiece of Westminster
Abbey.

Legend has it that Edward in his later years was riding past an Essex church.
An old man begged alms from him. The King had no money but gave the
beggar a ring off his finger. Soon afterwards two pilgrims were lost in the
Holy Land. An old man helped them and, on being told they came from Eng-
land, he said to them that he was St John the Evangelist and that they should
give the ring back to Edward and tell him that in 6 months he would join St
John in heaven. -Stephen S

Entrance Antiphon: O Lord, hear my voice, for | have called to you; be my
help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour!

First Reading: Ezekiel 17: 22-24

Responsorial Psalm:91: Response: It is good to give you thanks, O Lord.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! | call you friends, says the Lord,
because | have mad known to you everything | have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Mark 4: 26-34

Memorial Acclamation: When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we
proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.

Communion Antiphon: There is one thing | ask of the Lord, only this do |
seek: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary

Time, Cycle B, 2024 weekly
Reflection: Anglo-Saxon Saints (6) St.
Edward the Confessor: This series has so far
traced the lives and legacies of Anglo-Saxon
saints of the 7t-8™" centuries. St Edward the
Confessor was born in Islip, Oxfordshire, more than 200 years later in 1003,
the son of Ethelred the Unready. Because of Danish ascendancy in England,
Edward, aged 10, was sent to Normandy to be brought up by his uncle, the
duke. King Canute, the Dane, who had married Edward’s widowed mother,
Emma of Normandy, died in 1035. His illegitimate son, Harold Harefoot,
seized power. Harefoot died just before an invasion from Denmark by
Hardicanute his brother and the rightful heir. Hardicanute was then accepted
as king. Edward’s life meanwhile is described in the Catholic Encyclopaedia
in this way: “Early misfortune thus taught Edward the folly of ambition, and
he grew up in innocence, delighting chiefly in assisting at Mass and the
church offices, and in association with religious, whilst not disdaining the
pleasures of the chase, or recreations suited to his station.” In 1042
Hardicanute died suddenly. Edward, then almost 40, was called back from
Normandy and acclaimed King. It is said that even the Danish invaders
welcomed him on account of his gentle, saintly nature.

Edward’s 23 year reign was an unusual time of peace after the preceding
turbulence. The King’s only involvement in warfare was to repel a Welsh in-
vasion and to help Malcolm, King of Scotland, deal with the usurper Mac-
beth. At the behest of his nobles Edward married Editha, daughter of the
Earl of Godwin - and sister of the future King Harold, defeated by William
the Conqueror - on condition that the marriage remained chaste. Edward
was lacking in personal ambition, generous in almsgiving and did not impose
taxes on his people. It is said that while exiled in Normandy he had vowed
that should he return safely to England he would make a pilgrimage to
Rome. However, he found it impossible to leave once he had the burden of
office. The Pope released him from his vow on condition that Edward
founded a new monastery to St Peter in England. Edward constructed a new
Westminster Abbey to replace the existing Saxon church. It was consecrated
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16-June-2024 Eucharistic Prayer — Il or Il

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Special Day of Prayer for Life
R.C DIOCESE OF SHREWSBURY REG. CHARITY No.234025

Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm Parishioners

Sunday 8.30am
10:00am
Monday 10.00am
Tuesday 9.30am
Wednesday  9.30am
Thursday 9.30am St Alban
Friday 9.30am St Aloysius Gonzaga
Saturday 11.30am Ss John Fisher & Thomas More

Intentions of Maura Delany
Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm Parishioners
Sunday 8.30am
10.00am 12" Sunday in Ordinary Time Bartholomew -

Hickey

Sacrament of reconciliation (Confessions) and Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament: Every Saturday at 11.00am
Sick List: Josh Reeder, Fr Anthony Cogliolo.

Please help Let’s End Poverty and Caritas engage with local candidates at
this General Election: Caritas Shrewsbury are part of the Let’s End Poverty
national movement. Can you help support work to champion the common
good, and the preferential option for the poor, at the General Election?
Please use the new online tool for individuals to write to your local
candidates, asking them what they plan to do to tackle poverty if they are
elected: https://letsendpoverty.co.uk/election/#email-candidates

A Lively Musical Evening, to support SVP Youth Work, with The Mercy
Brothers On Friday 21 June you are invited to an evening with The Mercy
Brothers, a clergy-based band from the Salford and Shrewsbury Diocese.

Funds raised will go to support for SVP Youth Work in the Shrewsbury and
Salford Dioceses. Venue: Our Lady’s Social Club, Flint St, Stockport, SK3 8GE.
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets at £15 are available
from https://giving.give-star.com/event/saint-vincent-de-paul-society-
england-and-wales/a-lively-musical-evening-with-the-mercy-brothers or on
the door.

National Day of Prayer & Fasting For Life (Saturday 22nd June 20224) On
Saturday 22nd June, the Eve of the Vigil of the Feast of St John the Baptist,
please pray and fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia. This is the last
monthly day of prayer and fasting for life before the General Election. An
election which could well result in an even more pro-abortion government
than we have currently had. Your prayer and fasting is urgently needed.
Please Invite others to join the day on
Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/events/1037436687798327/

An Evening with Dr Bill Keimig on Monday 24" June at 7.30pm in the Parish
Hall, Holy Angels Church, Wicker Ln, Hale Barns, Altrincham WA15 OHG..
This is open to all and especially to volunteers, catechists and those who are
curious! This promises to be a fantastic evening, so please sign up early via
this link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/evening-with-dr-bill-keimig-
tickets-902343853757. For any further details please contact, Diocesan
Mission Catechist natalie.orefice@dioceseofshrewsbury.org or telephone
07730 526826.

Papal Audience, 12-June-2024 (From Vatican news): The Spirit and the
Bride. ‘... in our continuing catechesis on the Holy Spirit and the Bride, the
Holy Father reflects on the action of the Holy Spirit in Divine Revelation,
specifically in Sacred Scripture. God, who inspired Scripture, in turn inspires
the Church, the Bride of Christ, through his holy word, making of her its
authoritative interpreter. The Spirit also communicates with us personally
within this ecclesial reality, whether through lectio divina, which is a
meditative reading of a Scripture passage, or above all, in the Liturgy. In
whatever the setting, there is always one word that is meant especially for
us. Like a musical composition, Sacred Scripture carries throughout an
underlying theme, which Saint Augustine and Saint Gregory the Great call
God’s love. May we “learn to know the heart of God through the words of
God” and allow them to breathe that love into our daily lives’.
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