
orchestra in which all the instruments played the same note…..”.  In this con-
cept every soul, being unique, has its individual place in heaven, made for it 
alone to worship and experience God in its own way. The union of our soul 
with God in heaven is an opening, an unveiling, a surrender of self to Him. It 
is as if our soul is a unique empty mould which is to be eternally filled with 
the grace and beauty and love of God.  

A key element of this perception of C.S. Lewis is found in the CCC at para-
graph 1025 where we are told that to live in heaven is to be with Christ 
where the souls find their true identity, their own name. It cites Revelation 
(2:17) where it relates that the Spirit says to the churches: “To him who con-
quers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, 
with a new name written on the stone which no one knows except him who 
receives it”.  In 1999 Pope St John Paul stated that heaven is neither an ab-
straction nor a physical place in the clouds, but a living, personal relationship 
with the Holy Trinity. It is our meeting with the Father which takes place in 
the risen Christ through the communion of the Holy Spirit. Let us rejoice that 
by His resurrection Christ has opened for us the way to heaven.                                                                                                                     
- Stephen S. 

Entrance Antiphon: I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia. You have 
laid your hand upon me, alleluia. Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, 
alleluia, alleluia.  
First Reading: Acts 10:34,37-43 
Responsorial Psalm: 18 Response: This day was made by the Lord; we 
rejoice and are glad.  
Second Reading: Colossians 3 1-4                                                       Sequence 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Christ, our Passover, has been 
sacrificed; let us celebrate the feast then, in the Lord. Alleluia! 
Gospel:  John 20: 1-9 
Memorial Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess 
your Resurrection until you come again. 
Communion Antiphon: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; 
therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of purity and 
truth, alleluia, alleluia.  

Easter Sunday, Cycle B, 
2024 Weekly Reflection: From 

Suffering to Redemption: (4) 
Heaven In the last 3 weeks I have 
discussed the problem of pain, pur-
gatory and redemption. Yet all of 
these are no more than passing 
phases towards the destination of 

Heaven, opened to us by the saving grace of God and the death and the 
Resurrection of Christ on Easter Sunday. The opening words of the Bible tell 
us that “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”. Jesus 
Himself said (Matthew 5:3) “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven”. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (“CCC”) tells us 
that heaven is the perfect life with the Most Holy Trinity, with the Virgin 
Mary, the angels and all the blessed, that heaven is the ultimate end and 
fulfilment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive 
happiness; also, that it is beyond all understanding and description. This 
heavenly state and our inability to comprehend it are beautifully reflected 
in St John’s letter (1, 3:2): “..we are God’s children now; it does not yet ap-
pear what we shall be, but we know that when He appears we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is….”.  St Paul encapsulated phrases from 
Isaiah when he wrote (1 Corinthians 2:9): “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those 
who love Him”. 

In the first article I cited C.S Lewis’ book “The Problem of Pain”. The last 
chapter turns to the question of heaven. Lewis puts forward an opinion of 
his own. This opinion includes the proposition that each of us in heaven shall 
forever know and praise some one aspect of the divine beauty better than 
any other creature can. He continues: “Why else were individuals created, 
but that God, loving all infinitely, should love each differently? ….If all expe-
rienced God in the same way and returned Him an identical worship, the 
song of the Church triumphant would have no symphony, it would be like an  
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31- March-2024                                            Eucharistic Prayer – II or III 
Easter Sunday 
           R.C DIOCESE OF SHREWSBURY REG. CHARITY No.234025 

Saturday (Vigil) 7.00pm   Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter 
                                              The Service will start outside the church with  
                                               the blessing of new fire.            Parishioners                                          
Sunday    8.30am                                                     Catherine Ipsan 

10:00am                                                                                                        
Monday            10.00am                                                                              
Tuesday              9.30am                                                            
Wednesday        9.30am                                                          Patsy Conlon      
Thursday            9.30am 
Friday                  9.30am 
Saturday           11.30am                                        Kate Delany (Intentions) 
Saturday (Vigil)  6.00pm                                                           Parishioners     
Sunday                8.30am                                                           Patsy Conlon                                               
                           10.00am   Divine Mercy Sunday             Mary McCarthy 

A warm welcome to our Easter services to all our visitors, friends and 
families of parishioners. We wish you all a prayerful and happy time during 
this Holy season. 
  
Good Friday: Congregation will be invited for a genuflection or a deep bow.  
Good Friday Offerings: Good Friday offerings provide a big annual support 
to the Church in the Holy Land. Holy Saturday: The Service will start outside 
the church with the blessing of new fire. 
 
Desmond Steele RIP: Desmond Steele, beloved Father of Shaun Steele 
passed away a few days ago. Please remember Desmond and his grieving 
family in your prayers and thoughts. The requiem Mass will be celebrated 
on Monday 8th April at 10am in our church. 

Gift Aid Envelopes: The envelopes for the tax year 2024/25 are available for 
collection in the church porch. Please do not use until April 7th and please 
use the correct dated envelope for the week you are giving.    
 
Attention all Gift Aid Donors: The tax year 2023/24 has ended and the 
Parish will soon be undertaking the process of claiming back the Gift Aid 
refunds on donations made in the tax year. If your circumstances have 
changed and you no longer pay income tax (or if for any other reason you 
do not wish to remain in the Gift Aid Scheme) please let Fr. Mathew or 
Louise Jones know as soon as possible, otherwise it will be assumed you 
have paid sufficient income tax for the Parish to reclaim Gift Aid on 
donations made in the last tax year. 
 
Church Offertory and Gift Aid Explained: If you pay tax and are not in the 
Gift Aid Scheme you could help the parish by enrolling. For every £1.00 you 
donate HMRC gives the parish 25p. All that it involves is giving your name 
and address on a Gift Aid declaration form. No other details are required. 
There is no minimum amount or fixed amount, you don’t have to give every 
week and you can stop or start as you like.  The only stipulation is that the 
money has to be placed in a Gift Aid envelope or, preferably to save the 
volunteer counters’ time, paid by standing order or cheque. If you would like 
to join the Gift Aid Scheme, please contact Father Mathew or Louise Jones. 
 

Diocesan Mass for the celebration of Marriage 2024: The annual Marriage 

Mass will take place on Saturday June 8th, 12 noon at Saint Columba’s 

Church Plas Newton Lane, Chester CH2 1SA, and will be followed by a 

reception in the Parish Hall. Those who are celebrating significant wedding 

anniversaries this year( Silver, Pearl, Ruby, Golden, Diamond or Platinum and 

also newly married couples) wishing to attend this celebration please send 

name/ address/ anniversary - to Fr Mathew to receive an invitation from the 

bishop.  

Wish you all a Blessed Easter! 
 


