
the Blessed Virgin Mary, mostly in countries of Spanish or Portuguese cul-

ture, pink, which indicates joy and solemnity for the Third Sunday of Advent 

and the fourth Sunday Lent, and finally gold symbolises royalty and can re-

place all colours at every opportunity, although usually is only used in certain 

very important Solemnities. 

                               -Bernard Kellett  

Entrance antiphon: Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for 
you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 
 

First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 27: 30-28:7 

Responsorial Psalm: 102:  Response: The Lord is compassion and 
love, slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
Second Reading: Romans 14 7-9 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Speak, Lord, your servant 
is listening; you have the message of eternal life.    Alleluia!  
Gospel:  Matthew: 18: 21-35 
Memorial Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and 
profess your Resurrection until you come again. 
 
Communion Antiphon: How precious is your mercy, O God! 
The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.  

 

“Prayer is the best weapon we have; it is the 

key to God’s heart. You must speak to Jesus 

not only with your lips but with your heart. In 

fact, on certain occasions, you should only 

speak to Him with your heart.”- St Pius of 

Pietrelcina. 
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 Liturgical Vestments: The liturgical 
vestments of Catholic priests during 
religious celebrations and the 

many sacred vestments used by them, differ according to a range of colours 
that have a precise symbolic meaning. The colours of liturgical vestments, 
such as the cope, chasuble, dalmatic and the stole, refer to the liturgical 
season or the current festive occasion.  There are four liturgical colours used 
that were coded by Paul VI in the Roman rite in 1969: white, green, red, and 
purple. In addition to these, there are other colours, such as pink, light blue, 
gold and black, used in liturgical vestments only on some special occasions 
or as an alternative to canonical colours. 
 
White symbolises joy and purity resulting from Faith. It is one of the most 

common colours in liturgical vestments that are used every day by priests, 

regardless of the current liturgical season or celebration. It is particularly re-

lated to the worship of Jesus and Mary for Easter and Christmas. It also sym-

bolises the resurrection, Christ rising in exaltation of the Faith. After white, 

the most used colour in Sunday Masses and weekdays outside of defined 

holidays is green, a symbol of hope, perseverance and continued listening. It 

accompanies the daily path of priests and the faithful who turn to them. The 

colour purple is linked to penance, waiting and mourning. It is particularly 

used during Advent and Lent. Purple liturgical vestments characterise Mass 

for the dead and can be replaced by black vestments. 

Red symbolises the passion of Christ and the blood spilled in martyrdom by 

Him and Saints. This is used for liturgical vestments on Palm Sunday, Good 

Friday, Pentecost, in the celebrations dedicated to the Passion of the Lord, 

in the feasts of the Apostles, the Evangelists and the Holy Martyrs. As for 

non-codified colours, blue is used especially for celebrations in honour of  

https://www.holyart.co.uk/products/virgin-mary-statues.php
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